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Section 1: PRoDUct AnD coMPAnY iDentiFicAtion

MAnUFActUReR

Formica Corporation 

10155 Reading Road 

Cincinnati OH 45241, USA

coMPAnY Phone nUMbeR 

1-800-FORMICATM

MAnUFActUReR’S eMeRgencY Phone nUMbeR

USA (chemtrec) 1-800-424-9300 

internationally 1-703-527-3887

PRoDUct nAMe 

Formica® Brand Laminates

issue Date 

November 17, 2012

Product codes 

DecoMetal, BasicMetal, ColorCore2, Compact,  

ColorThru Compact, Access Floor Tiles, Chemtop2, Fire-rated  

and High Pressure Laminate

Section 2 : hAZARDS iDentiFicAtion

eMeRgencY oVeRVieW

No known hazards for material as supplied. During fabrication 

operations such as sawing, sanding, drilling, routing, cutting, etc. 

dust consisting of cured resin, paper fiber and minute amounts of 

formaldehyde are generated at the point of operation. Formalde-

hyde may be released in minute but detectable amounts when 

material is shipped or stored in bulk quantities.

Appearance/odor : Thin to thick, rigid laminate sheets, various 

thicknesses/colors. No significant odor.

WARning

SAnDing, SAWing, DRilling, RoUting, etc. oF thiS MAteRiAl 

MAY geneRAte AiRboRne nUiSAnce DUSt. thiS DUSt MAY cAUSe 

eYe, noSe, Skin, AnD UPPeR ReSPiRAtoRY tRAct iRRitAtion. USe 

oF APPRoPRiAte PeRSonAl PRotection AnD/oR engineeRing 

contRolS (SUch AS locAl exhAUSt VentilAtion) ShoUlD be 

eMPloYeD WheneVeR SAnDing, SAWing, DRilling, RoUting, etc. 

thiS MAteRiAl.

Potential health ef fects : Dust generated during fabrication of this 

material may cause irritation of the eyes, nose skin and upper 

respiratory tract. Asthmatic conditions maybe aggravated by the 

dust generated.

likely Routes of exposure: Eye contact, skin contact and inhalation

eyes: Dust generated during installation or fabricating could cause 

eye irritation (tears, blurred vision and redness). In case of eye 

contact with dusts, rinse affected eye for at least 15 minutes with 

clean water. If irritation persists, seek medical attention.

Skin : The dust generated during installation or fabrication may 

cause moderate skin irritation. Avoid prolonged skin exposure 

to dust. Rinse skin with mild soap if contact occurs. If irritation 

persists, seek medical attention.

ingestion : Not likely to occur and not expected to cause a  

significant toxic response. However, ingestion of dust could cause 

irritation of the mouth, throat and stomach. If this occurs, rinse 

mouth with clean water. If irritation persists, seek medical attention.

inhalation : Sanding, sawing, drilling, routing or cutting of this 

material may generate airborne dust that may cause eye, nose 

and upper respiratory tract irritation. Use appropriate personal 

protection and/or engineering controls (such as local exhaust 

ventilation whenever sanding, routing, sawing, drilling, cutting, 

etc. on this material.

Medical condit ions Aggravated by exposure : Dust may cause 

skin irritation for people with pre-existing skin conditions. Asth-

matic conditions may be aggravated by additional dust exposure.

target organs: Lungs (from dust generated during fabrication only).

Section 3 : coMPoSition/inFoRMAtion on  

hAZARDoUS ingReDientS

This product does not contain regulated levels of NTP, IARC,  

or OSHA listed carcinogens.

coMPonent cAS # % bY Wt.  

Paper/Fiber NA 40–70 

Resins NA 30–50

Section 4 : FiRSt AiD MeASUReS

eye contact:  If dust gets into the eyes, immediately rinse affected 

eye for at least 15 minutes with clean water. If irritation persists, 

seek medical attention.

Skin contact: If excess dust gets onto the skin, remove contami-

nated clothing and wash before reuse. Wash skin with soap and 

water. Seek medical attention if irritation occurs.

ingestion: If dust gets into mouth, rinse mouth with clean water.  

Seek medical attention if necessary.  

inhalation: If excess dust is inhaled, move to fresh air. Seek  

medical attention if symptoms such as wheezing and/or short-

ness of breath occur.
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Section 5 : FiRe Fighting MeASUReS 

This material is a Class A combustible material. Use water spray, 

carbon dioxide or dry chemical foam to extinguish flames. Use 

water to keep cool and prevent rekindling of material.

Unusual Fire or explosion hazards : Sanding, sawing, drilling, 

routing, cutting, etc. of this material may generate a Class ST-1 

dust. Safety precautions and proper ventilation as recommended 

by NFPA-68 for Class ST-1 dusts should be followed to prevent 

this or any Class ST-1 dust from presenting a explosion hazard.

Suitable extinguishing Media : CO2, water, foam.

Possible Products of combustion : Various oxides of carbon and 

nitrogen, ammonia and formaldehyde.

Protection of Firefighters : Combustion products may be irritating 

to eyes, skin and the respiratory tract. Firefighters should wear 

self-contained breathing apparatus and full fire-fighting turnout gear.

Section 6 : AcciDentAl ReleASe MeASUReS 

Personal Precautions :  Material is non-hazardous as supplied.  

Review personal protection measures in Section 8.

Methods for clean-up: Recover undamaged materials for reuse 

or reclamation. Sweep or pick up scrap material and place in 

disposal containers.

Section 7: hAnDling AnD StoRAge

handling: Prevent dust from entering eyes. Do not breathe dust.  

Avoid prolong skin contact with dust and/or filings. Cut, drill, saw, 

sand, finish, etc. in well-ventilated areas.

Storage: Keep away from strong chemicals, solvents and exces-

sive heat. Prolonged or extreme heat can cause damage to  

the surface.

Section 8: exPoSURe contRolS/PeRSonAl PRotection

exPoSURe gUiDelineS  

OSHA PEL ACGIH TLV 

15mg/m³ Total Dust 10mg/m³ Inhalable 

5mg/m³ Respirable Dust 3 mg/m³ Respirable

engineering controls:  Provide adequate ventilation to maintain 

exposure levels below applicable limits. The use of local exhaust 

ventilation is recommended during fabrication work. Dust gener-

ated is a Class ST-1 dust and precautions recommended by 

NFPA-68 should be followed.

eye/Face Protection:  Wear safety glasses when sawing, sanding, 

drilling or routing.

Skin Protection: Wear appropriate gloves when installing,  

transporting, sawing, cutting, drilling, routing or handling  

uninstalled pieces.

Foot Protection: No special protection required.

Respiratory Protection:  Where airborne concentrations of dust are 

expected to exceed the allowable exposures, a NIOSH-approved 

respirator should be worn, chosen based on the form and 

concentration of the contaminant. Respirator usage must be in 

accordance with the OSHA Respiratory Protection Standard,  

29 CFR 1910.134.

general hygiene considerations: Wash thoroughly after sawing, 

cutting, drilling, or routing.  Have eyewash facilities  

immediately available.

Additional information is available in ASTM E1132-99a.

Section 9 : PhYSicAl AnD cheMicAl PRoPeRtieS

coloR Various 

oDoR None 

PhYSicAl StAte Solid sheet product 

Ph  Not applicable 

FReeZing Point Not applicable 

boiling Point Not applicable 

FlASh Point Not applicable 

eVAPoRAtion RAte Not applicable 

FlAMMAbilitY Not applicable 

UPPeR FlAMMAbilitY liMit Not applicable 

loWeR FlAMMAbilitY liMit  Not applicable 

VAPoR PReSSURe Not applicable 

VAPoR DenSitY  Not applicable 

SPeciFic gRAVitY 1.45 

SolUbilitY (WAteR) Not applicable 

AUto-ignition teMPeRAtURe Not applicable 

PeRcent VolAtile, Wt. % Zero 

VolAtile oRgAnic coMPoUnD   

 (Voc) content, Wt. % Zero. Product as supplied is 

  fully cured and chemically inert, 

  VOC release is extremely low.

Section 10 : StAbilitY AnD ReActiVitY

Stability: Stable

conditions to Avoid:  Avoid exposing to oxidizers, strong  

chemicals, alkaline solutions and solvents.

incompatible Materials:  Avoid strong acids and alkaline solutions 

which will damage the surface appearance of the material.  If 

spills occur, remove immediately from the material.

hazardous Decomposition Products:  Thermal decomposition 

product may include various oxides of carbon and nitrogen may 

be released.

hazardous Polymerization: Will not occur.
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Section 11: toxicologY inFoRMAtion

AcUte eFFectS

oral lD50 : Not known 

Dermal lD50 : Not known 

inhalation : See Section 2 

eye irritation : See Section 2 

Skin irritation : See Section 2 

Sensit ization : No data for product

chRonic eFFectS

carcinogenicity : This product may contain trace amounts of 

formaldehyde which is listed by IARC as carcinogenic. The ACGIH 

lists formaldehyde as a suspect human carcinogen. NTP lists 

formaldehyde as carcinogenic. WARning Substance contained 

in this product known to the State of California to cause cancer, 

birth defects or other reproductive harm – formaldehyde.

Mutagenicity : No data for product 

Reproductive effects : No data for product 

Developmental ef fects : No data for product

Section 12 : ecologicAl inFoRMAtion

ecotoxicity : No data for product 

Persistence/Degradability : No data for product 

bioaccumulation/Accumulation : No data for product 

Mobility in environment : No data for product

Section 13 : DiSPoSAl conSiDeRAtionS

Disposal : Material is non-hazardous and no special treatment is 

required for disposal. Disposal in landfill must be in accordance 

with federal, state and local regulations.

Section 14 : tRAnSPoRtAtion inFoRMAtion

Dot: Not Regulated

Section 15 : RegUlAtoRY inFoRMAtion

WARning SUbStAnce contAineD in thiS PRoDUct knoWn to 

the StAte oF cAliFoRniA to cAUSe cAnceR, biRth DeFectS oR 

otheR RePRoDUctiVe hARM – FoRMAlDehYDe.

Section 16 : otheR inFoRMAtion

NFPA Labeling 

health – 1        Fire – 0        Reactivity – 0 

0 = minimal hazard, 1 = slight hazard, 2 = moderate hazard,  

3 = severe hazard, 4 = extreme hazard

AcRonYMS

Acgih = American Conference of Governmental  

Industrial Hygienists 

AStM  = American Society for Testing and Materials 

Dot = Department of Transportation 

iARc = International Agency for Research on Cancer 

nFPA = National Fire Protection Agency 

nioSh = National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health 

ntP = National Toxicology Program 

oShA = Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

Pel = Permissible Exposure Limit 

tlV = Threshold Limit Value 

tScA = Toxic Substance Control Act 

tWA = Time Weighted Average 

Mg/m³ = Milligrams per Cubic Meter of Air

Prepared by: Formica Corporation, John Foged, REM

The information contained in this document applies to this specif ic mater ial as sup-
pl ied. It may not be val id for this mater ial i f i t is used in combination with any other 
mater ials. It is the user’s responsibi l i ty to satisfy oneself as to the suitabi l i ty and 
completeness of this information for his own par ticular use.

Formica is a sublicensed trademark to Formica Corporation. Formica and the Formica 
Anvi l logo are registered trademarks of The Dil ler Corporation. 1-800-FORMICA and 
ZIP-CHIP are trademarks of The Dil ler Corporation. The products and manufacturing 
processes of Formica Corporation are protected under U.S. and foreign patents.

Al l ® brands are registered trademarks of the respective owners. 
Al l ™ brands are trademarks of the respective owners. 

For warranty information, please visit www.formica.com or cal l 1-800-FORMICA™.

  GreenGuard Environmental Institute 
  Formica® high-pressure laminate (HPL) is GreenGuard Indoor Air Qual ity  
  Cer ti f ied under the GreenGuard Standard for Low-Emitting Products.

©2009 Formica Corporation 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45241 
Printed in the USA
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