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Preparation and Handling

Safety

Required Tools (by others)Installation Overview

Application

System Overview

-  Hang panels onto wall cleats
-  Secure cleats to the wall
-  Assemble cleats to back of panel.
-  Define the installation area

procedures.
mounting cleats.

environment prior to installing.
-  Allow panels to equalize to room 
damaged and separate from panel.
into wall for panel cleats may be 
-  Do not slide panels when engaged 
solid, and true.
Structural walls should be finished, dry, 
-  Building to be completely enclosed.  
and may be sharp. 
corners for they may be easily damaged 
scratch.  Be careful of all edges and 
- Lift panels, do not slide, for they may 

-  Always wear proper safety glasses or 
goggles and hand protection.  Be sure 
to use proper safety guards on tools 

are secured to the wall the panels simply 
hang onto them.                                                                                                                                                      

Properly installed, the system works 
very well for supporting a vast array of 
modular retail panels and merchandise.

-  Examples of suitable wall structures:  
wood, metal, concrete, or drywall with 
adequate blocking for securing 

and equipment.

-  (2) or more people for handling panels
-  Ordinary carpenter tools, laser level, 
chalk line
-  Sawzall with wood cutting blade
-  Screw gun
-  Screws for cleats
-  Table Saw

-  Follow local building codes and 

The Wood Cleat is a simple and 
effective installation system used to 
hang and support panels.   Cleats are 
secured to the back of panels and to the 
subwall. Cleats mounted to the wall 
receive the panel cleats.

The system installs fast and easy with 
minimal tools.  Once the mounting cleats 

Statements expressed in this technical bulletin are the recommendations for the application of Marlite products as outlined and 
illustrated under normal conditions of installation. The recommendations provided in the bulletin represent our best judgment 
based on our experience with normal applications. Unless prior approval is obtained in writing from Marlite, any deviation from 
these recommended procedures shall be at the sole risk of the installers. Carefully inspect all parts. If a part is defective, notify the 
Marlite Service Center nearest you at once. Failure to do so shall be at the sole risk of the installer.
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Wood Cleat Overview

Layout and Assembly

Define the Installation Area

Step 1 - Secure upper & lower 
mounting tracks to wall with screws

Step 2 - Secure cleats to back of 
panel with glue & screws

Step 3 - Hang panel assembly onto 
mounting cleats

Step 4 - Repeat until elevation is 
completed per plan

Option 1
- Produce w/Table saw on your own 
(See Fig. 1)
Option 2
- Purchased from Marlite

- Design and layout of cleats to be 
determined by installer based upon 
panel material and weight.
- Review the construction documents 
and determine the areas that will 
receive the cleats and panels.
- Verify installation area has adequate 
blocking behind proposed mounting 
locations.
- Define an entire base line of this area 
with a level line.
- Wall cleat seams should be staggered 
so as not to align with panel seams.

- Fasten with flat head screws into solid 
blocking or studs 1" from each end and 
every 8"o/c. (Proper length and type to 
be determined by installer based upon 
substructure conditions.)
- Field cut mounting cleats to length as 
needed based upon layout.
- Make sure mounting cleats are 
perfectly level and all butt joints are 
tight and flush. (See Fig. 1.1)

 
- Fasten panel cleats to back of panels 
with glue and flat head screws (See 
Fig. 2)

- Engage panel cleats onto secured 
mounting cleats. See (Section A-A)
- Do not slide full weight of panels while 
engaged into mounting cleats for panel 
cleats could be damaged.  Lift and 
reposition as needed.

- Note: Should it be necessary to 
remove panel cleats to fix alignment, 
re-attach using new screw hole 
locations to insure a positive 
attachment.

Section View A-A
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